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IMPORTANT
Please make sure you have registered for the Violin Music
Newsletter now before you proceed further. This will ensure
you continually receive tips and updates on violin music and
playing.
Click Below To Register
http://www.ViolinMusicSchool.net

Give a copy to a friend
This report is Free. If you’ve paid for it, then you’ve been
robbed! Pass it to your fellow friends who love violin music,
and encourage them to pick up the violin through this
book. Help a friend who have lost his passion in violin
playing, by sharing this book to him. Give this book to your
friend to help him bring his violin skills to the next level.
They will thank you if you do so.
The only thing you cannot do, is to modify this ebook and
its content in anyway. That’s it!

Legalese
This ebook is written to teach you how to enjoy playing the violin, improve your
skills fast, and master any songs easily.
However, what you do with the techniques in this ebook is up to you. I don’t know
you, and don’t know your skills level. And most important of all, I don’t know how
committed and persistent you’ll be. Hence, I can’t make any guarantees.
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Looking back, it had been about 18 years since I started
playing the violin. Back then as a little 6 years-old boy, I
picked up the violin when I was in elementary school.
The reason I learned it is because my mom says "Violin is
good for you".!
Today, I have to thank my mom for making that decision for
me, and really, "Violin is indeed good for me!"
While I wouldn't say I'm a famous violinist who tours the
world, I would say I did record some accomplishments
during my time with this lovely instrument.!
Like many others, I took up violin examinations and
attained my Grade 8 (I'm sure you attained it much earlier
than me!)!As a violinist, I played in my elementary school
and university's orchestra.
With the orchestra, I played in !concerts, competitions, and
even overseas for my school's exchange.!
However, that's not the best achievement as a violinist.!
In late 2007, I became a violin teacher. My own violin
teacher is going overseas for a few years, and he needs me
to continue lessons with his students.
Without any prior experience in teaching (I just know how to
play!), I took up the challenge. I started taking one student,
but slowly progressed to a few later on.!
And here's the joy of being a teacher.
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As a violin teacher, I saw my students cultivate the love for
violin music. From students who dread practicing the violin,
they become 'in love' with the violin, listening and playing
violin music every now and then.
As they progress, they also took up challenge of playing
more difficult pieces - because they love it! And of course,
they get better grades for their violin examinations too!
As I really enjoy playing and teaching people how to play
the violin, one thing that upsets me is that there are also
many people giving up playing the violin!
There are many reasons people give up playing the violin,
and the most common one is - I have lost interest in the
violin.
Many also thought they have reached a stage where they
cannot improve their playing skills any further. They put in
hours of practice every day, but it just seems that the
practice is going nowhere, playing skills are not improving,
and they just get more frustrated with the violin.
Does this sound familiar to you?
However, I can tell you that it is not really about practicing
hard.
It is all about practicing and playing smart!
And this is what this book is about.
If you're a new violinist who have just started learning the
violin, or probably just bought your violin yesterday, this
!
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book will give you violin playing and practicing tips to learn
the violin faster.
If you've been playing the violin, and somehow stopped or
felt frustrated about your own playing, this book can give
you insights to adjusting your violin practicing and playing
habits, so to bring your skills to the next level.

With that, I will leave you with my favorite quote about the
violin.
"Teaching music is not my main purpose. I want to make
good citizens. If children hear fine music from the day of
their birth and learn to play it, they develop sensitivity,
discipline and endurance. They get a beautiful heart."!
~Shinichi Suzuki. Japanese violinist teacher who introduced
the 'Suzuki method' to millions of children worldwide.!
Enjoy.
Marcus Ng
www.ViolinMusicSchool.net!
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7 Secrets To Improve Your Violin Skills
If you read books on violin playing, you would have learn of
many ways to improve your violin skills.
While there are many ways you can do it, I’ll be sharing
what works for me and my students, to help you become
better violinists in playing and enjoying violin music!
Enjoy!

!
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Secret #1: Goal Setting
As there are 7 secrets I will be sharing with you here, I was
thinking which one should come first. And here it is. It all
begins with goal setting.
Not only in violin do we set goals. We set goals in every
aspect of our lives, be it in getting good grades in school
examinations, saving up a certain amount to go for a
holiday, or even setting a date and age to get attached or
married.
We do set goals.
We need goals to direct us towards what we want to
achieve. Goals keep us focused, and get us moving ahead in
spite of obstacles we may face along the way.
All professional violinists set goals!
How about setting goals for your own violin playing too?
If you’ve been doing so, good! If not, here’s a simple way
how you can do it.
1) Write down your goals on paper.
Your goals are only goals if they are pen-written on paper.
Other wise, they are just imagination. Get a pen and write it
down.

!

7

2) What do you want to achieve?
I want to perform at ___ in 6 months’ time?
I want to attain Grade ___ certification in 2 years’ time?
By the end of the month, I want to master these 3 pieces
of music: _____________ , _____________ & _______________ .
Think BIG of what you want to achieve in your violin playing.
Do not set any limitations at this stage of goal-setting. Just
write down what you want to achieve.
With your goal, attach it with a deadline.
3) A Big Why for every goal.
Beside every goal you have set, write down a BIG Why.
I want to perform at ___ in 6 months’ time because
_______________________________________________________.
I want to attain Grade ___ certification in 2 years’ time
because
_______________________________________________________.
I want to master the 3 pieces by the end of the month
because
e.g. I want to perform for my parents/girlfriend/wife...
A “Big-Enough Why” will give you added boost and
motivation to get you moving towards your goal.
“The Bigger the Why, The Easier the How”
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The goals you set should not be out of reach, but not out of
sight too. Never set goals that are too low of your
expectations.
Do not fear that you cannot achieve your goals you set.
There are no unreasonable goals, just unreasonable
deadlines.
Go ahead and write down your goal with a deadline, with a
Big Why now!
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Secret #2: Practice Smart Practice

"What is Practice Smart Practice?" I almost hear you say that.
People thought that the way to improve your violin skills is
to practice more. While many people practice more by
playing for long hours in a day, I think otherwise.
Instead, I count by the number of times I play the violin in a
day, than the number of hours I play the violin. I prefer to
practice in short intervals than boasting long consecutive
hours of practice.
That's what I call smart practice.
And that's how you won't get frustrated at practicing the
violin too!!
A typical and boring practice session will make you play the
violin for 3 hours non-stop, moving from scales to pieces,
and back to scales, then to pieces again.
And by the 3rd hour, your neck and arm might be aching.
You are just waiting for the clock to hit 3 hours before you
put down your violin and scream "I practiced 3 hours
today!!"
And you won't feel like playing the violin for the next 3
days...or you have to force yourself to pick up the violin
again.
Sounds familiar, isn't it?
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That's not really smart, is it?
How about this...
Break up your 3-hour practice session into 3 days, an hour
a day. Then, break them up again into 3 sessions of 25-30
minutes playing a day!
Now, you would be playing 20 minutes of scales at 8am
after your breakfast, 30 minutes of pieces at 2pm after your
lunch and 25 minutes of etudes (practice pieces) after your
dinner!
I have changed my boring, dull and lifeless 3-hour long
practice session into exciting, focused and vibrant short
interval sessions that I look forward to everyday!
I learn and improve more from the 25-30 minutes I happily
commit to, than the 3 hours I dreadfully give to my violin.
When you practiced in intervals of 25-30 minutes, you
would love to play more intervals a day! As you’re too
engrossed in practicing, little did you know that you have
already practiced for hours, in multiple short hours!
In this way, you will never feel that you are burnt out in
playing the violin!
Besides breaking up long practice sessions, mindful violin
practice sessions helps too.
When you are practicing the violin, be critical about every
note and phrase you play. Be mindful of every tone and
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sound quality produced from the violin. Do they sound like
what you want them to be?
If not, adjust your way of playing to get the tune and tone
quality you want.
Hence, instead of rushing through every scales, pieces and
etudes from the top to the end mindlessly, be mindful of
everything you play.
You will learn and improve your skills better if you mindfully
know what you are playing, and how you are playing it.

!
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Secret #3: Learn from a violin teacher.
You might probably learning violin from a violin teacher
already.
That's great!
But if you haven't, I would strongly advise you to do so. You
might think that it's possible to learn violin by yourself, and
I would say that's possible. However, I wouldn't advise you
to learn it yourself if you are a brand new beginner.
Getting yourself a good violin teacher is one of the best
ways to improve your violin skills fast. A violin teacher can
prepare violin lessons based on your learning pace, point to
you your specific mistakes, and help you improve your
skills, with all focus on you.
While you can learn how to play the violin with tutorial
videos, they can't replace the human touch, and the direct
response you will get from a violin teacher guiding by your
side. The tutorial videos, however, do act as a useful
supplementary tool.
These videos can show you how to play a certain note, a
particular bow technique, or even a whole piece, multiple
times. However, coming to direct mentorship and
identifying mistakes, these videos can't do that.
Only a violin teacher can.
Fees for violin teacher will definitely cost more than a set of
violin educational video, but they can help you learn faster
and easier. The return in value is much higher too.
!
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Secret #4: Listen to Violin Music Everyday
You may wonder what does listening to violin music
everyday has got to do with improving my violin skills?
Believe it or not, it does help you indirectly.
Have you ever listened to a pop song that you love, and you
keep listening to it everyday, till you find yourself singing
the song everywhere you go, even when you’re bathing?
Furthermore, you know that song inside out so much that
you do get irritated when someone else spoils the song by
trying to sing it out!
Sometimes, you even tell them that their pitch is out of
tune!
That explains how listening to violin music does help you to
improve you violin skills!
The more we listen to the violin music, the more
accustomed our mind is to the music. It became ingrained
in our mind. Like the example above, we even know if
someone goes out of tune when they sing the song.
Hence, as that song is ingrained in your mind, you’ll know
when you yourself go out of tune when you play it. You’ll
also be more particular on the tone and sound quality you
played.
Violin Music is everywhere around us today. While you can
get music CDs from shops, you can buy from online from
online stores like iTunes too.

!
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A cheaper alternative?
Go to YouTube.com and find them! There are tons of violin
music uploaded in videos online. I’m sure you can find at
least 90% of the songs you want there.
What if you can’t find any on YouTube?
Then just buy it.
They are investment for your violin education anyway.

!
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Secret #5: Attend Orchestral Concerts
To be honest, this is not a really big secret. Attending
orchestral concerts is what most violinists should already be
doing. If we want to play like the violinists on stage, we
have to watch them play!
This goes for football players watching how other top
football players play in matches, and singers watching and
listening to how famous singers sing on stage!
Hence, by attending concerts, other than just enjoying the
beautiful music played by the orchestra, we can observe
how they play too!
We can pay attention to how the violinists are sitting, their
sitting posture, and how they hold their violin while they are
seated. If there's a soloist, notice the way he is standing.
Look at his facial expression and movements while playing
the violin too. These are some of the things we can learn
from them, and apply to our own playing.!
There are many ways you can check out if there's an
orchestral concert around you. If you're in!Singapore, we
have the Singapore Symphony Orchestra. You can definitely
check out their concerts held at its iconic music theatre,
The Esplanade.
You can also check out concerts by your national
orchestras, or visiting orchestras in your country. Some
community and college orchestras are really good too.
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Secret #6: Clock Stage Time!
The next method to improve your violin skills, is to clock
stage time! Learning to play the violin, is not about multiple
hours of practicing. It’s also about getting out there and
perform for others!
Playing in practice and playing in performance are two
separate experiences, and you want to have enough for
both of them.
If you have performed on stage before, be it to your family
of four, or to hundreds of people in your school assembly,
you would have met with a totally different playing
experience from practicing.
You might be full of confidence at back stage, but you can
make mistakes when you are put in front of an audience.
You might get distracted by the hundreds of eyes looking at
you.
You might not be comfortable getting all the attention too.
Hence, to become a better violinist, you have to get on
stage more, and get used to performing in front of others.
There are many ways you can start clocking stage time!
Below are some methods can you try.
1. Your best friend is holding a birthday party? Play him a
happy birthday song!
2. Your brother is getting married? Great. Perform at his
wedding! Get a friend to play a duet with you if you like!

!
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3. You have a visitor to your house, get him to choose a
song, and you play for him!
4. You have a couple of friends who play the violin too? How
about holding a mini-concert, in which you guys feature
some of your best pieces?
5. Doing some charity work in a home? How about
performing some music for the kids or elderly there?
6. Try busking along a busy street! Pick a friend and each of
you choose 5 songs that both of you are very familiar
with. You are sure to have fun!
7. Have a video camera? Perform in front of it! Then upload
to YouTube and share it with others! While you might not
have real eyes looking at you this time, you do have a
camera! Have fun with it!
Above are just 7 simple ideas that you can use to help you
clock stage time, and get used to performing in front of
others. I’m sure you have more.
The more stage time you clock, the better you will be in
performing!

!
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Secret #7: Join an Orchestra
At this point, there’s only so much you can do to help you
progress as a better violinist. If you really want to bring
your skills to a higher level, then I would advise you to join
an orchestra.
This is what you can learn by playing with an orchestra:

Listening Skills
With an orchestra, playing is not all about you. It’s about
playing together as an orchestra. Hence, you have to listen
out to other string players and their parts during a
performance.
Teamwork
Playing with an orchestra is not about you sticking out
(unless you’re playing a solo).
It’s more about coming together as an orchestra and
produce a wonderful piece of music with all other parts
combined together.
When you join an orchestra, you also put yourself in a
friendly music environment where everyone learns new
music songs and plays together.
You will progress faster in this way, than learning and
playing a piece all by yourself.

!
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If you want to join an orchestra, you can start by playing in
a community orchestra. If you’re still schooling, you can
check out the orchestra in your school too.
As you progress, you might want to join the leading
orchestra in your town or city. You might have to pass their
high standards of interview to be part of the orchestra. But
it’s worth it!

!
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How To Enjoy Playing Your Violin?
1. Don't over practice.
As you've read earlier, most violinist thought practicing the
violin for long hours continuously is required.
However, we have debunked it and learned why breaking up
your practice sessions into shorter intervals is better for
you.!
On the other hand, this doesn't mean that you should
practice multiple sessions a day, even though they are
shorter sessions.
Over practice can cause fatigue from violin playing. Worse,
you might incur aches from your neck, back and arm too.
When you are practicing, do note that you must also enjoy
practicing too. If you encounter a certain phrase, and you
are frustrated that you can't get that tone or pitch right,
even after many attempts, Stop!
Put down your violin, and go for a break.
You need to clear your mind from all the frustration you had
trying to reach that note. With a clearer mind, and at a
relaxed state, you can focus better on reaching for that note
again.

!
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2. Don't ignore pain
There can be pain in your back, your neck, shoulder and
arm due to long hours of playing.!If you experience pain
while playing the violin, don't ignore it. Take sufficient rest
from playing.!
While you're resting, you can still put yourself in a musical
environment, by listening to the music you're practicing on,
or going to perform.
This will keep you in the loop, and you'll be all-ready to
play again when you recover.

3. Be Patient
Learning how to play the violin well is something you
cannot rush through. It is not something you can learn
overnight or even after a whole day of learning.
You need consistent practicing and playing to master the
skills.!
Hence, when you're learning a new piece, be patient. Total
mastery of that piece may take days, depending on your
skill level.
Rushing through the whole piece from the top to bottom
multiple times a day does not help. Instead, learn by
breaking the whole piece up into sections, and practice
separate sessions a day.
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That way, you'll enjoy learning, and you'll progress faster
too!
If ever that you're not satisfied with your progress, don't
fret. Simply commit more time to learning and practicing
the violin. Get a violin teacher to guide you. Be patient.

4. Play different kinds of music
Most of us violinists started learning by playing simple
songs that we all know, like "Twinkle Twinkle Little Star". As
we progress, we move on to higher level classical pieces
from different musical periods.!
How about this - instead of just playing classical music on
your violin - which is what it's mainly for, why don't we try
it out on other genre of music?
We can play pop songs, jazz music, violin music covers, or
even compose your own music! Don't limit yourself to just
the set of music pieces handed to you by your violin
teacher. The violin is a wonderful and versatile instrument
that can be used to play almost any music!
Most importantly, you have to play the music that you're
deep in love with!

5. Venture New Stuffs!
Have you been playing the violin for some time, and felt
that you somehow lack the excitement which you had when

!
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you first started? Don't worry! You can find back your
excitement in many ways.!
Earlier, we mention that you can try playing different genre
of music. Here are more ideas you can try...!
- you have played the classical violin. How about playing
the electric violin? Go try it out if you have not!!
- you have played in an orchestra. How about playing it with
the piano?
Playing in a quartet? With a symphony band? or even a rock
band? Have fun and try it out!!
Let's go further...
How about playing the violin as a background
accompaniment for a singer?
or!
playing with other cultural!instruments, like the Chinese
erhu, pipa, guzheng?!
There are many more things we can do with our violin,
other than just playing it to ourselves, or in an orchestra.
You just have to find out what other instruments your
friends play, and all of you can come together to form a
band!!
Most importantly, just have fun with your violin!
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How To Master Songs Fast
The next topic we discuss would be great interest to you How to master any songs fast and easily.
By mastering a song fast, I do not mean that you learn a
song today, and you can play it perfectly the next day.
However, I do not want you to master the song after 1
month too (that’s too long!)
With the right methods and practice, you can learn and
master a song in less than 7 days. However, the methods
I’m going to share with you below, will be helpful only if
you’re learning songs that are within your violin grade
skills.
That’s true. It’s because if you want to learn songs a few
grades higher, then you have to improve your skills too :)
So here are the 5 step process in mastering songs fast!
1. Get the music sheet!
The first thing you have to do, is to get the violin music
sheet! If you already have the music sheet, that’s great!
If you’re trying hard to find one, fret not! You can get them
online for Free, or at a very low price too!
Musicnotes.com is one of the world’s leading websites for
digital sheet music. All sheets are downloadable.
Furthermore, you do not have to buy a whole book of music
score, just to obtain that specific music sheet anymore!
Search for your music sheet over at Musicnotes.com!
!
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2. Get the audio of the song!
Next, get the audio of the song! You can do so by buying its
CD in your local music store. However, with the amazing
technology today, you can buy that song online at an
extremely low price!
What’s more, you can buy that song only, and not waste
money on buying the whole CD with other songs you don’t
like! There are several online sites where you can buy songs
inexpensively.
1. iTunes Store
iTunes store is one of the best online site to purchase the
music you are looking for. You can find millions of highquality songs for just 69¢, 99¢, or $1.29. And when you
buy a song, you can sync it across all your other devices,
and allow you to listen wherever you go!
2. Other Online Music Shops
Other than the popular iTunes store, you can also buy your
favorite songs online too. Here are a few highly
recommended and trusted websites:
Barnes&Noble.com
One of the Web’s biggest bookseller and most trusted
brands offering customers low prices on millions of books,
DVDs, music...etc everyday! If you are looking for music
albums of your favorite artists at low prices, get them at
Barnes&Noble.com !

!

26

Amazon.com
Also regarded as one of the largest online retailers for
books, movies and music. Millions of songs and music
albums ranging from pop to jazz to classical for you to
choose from. Choose your favorite albums at Amazon.com!

3. Practice. Practice. Practice
After you have the music sheet and the audio of the song,
you can now learn how to play it! !Just learn to play the new
song just like how you usually learn a new one.
However, to master the whole song fast, here are some tips
for you.
- Start slow and progress steadily everyday.
Don't rush through learning the song from day 1. Start
slow, and progress steadily by practicing everyday.
- Practice everyday.
This is no big secret. If you want to master the song fast,
you have to play and practice the song everyday.
- Focus on details
While you are familiar with the whole song, spend more
time on individual part which you have problems. If you
want to master the whole piece, you have to be detailed and
critical in every note you play.
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- Listen to the audio
I believe you wouldn't be practicing the violin 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week. You will go out with your friends and
family. Or maybe you just want to spend time with yourself.
When you're not playing the violin, you can use this time to
listen to the audio of the song. Do also note how the
original piece is being played, and aim to work towards that
level in the next practice.

4. Record Your Own Playing
You have practiced numerous times. Next, record yourself
playing the whole piece. You might think it's the same as a
usual practice, but it's not. A camera is just like a pair of
eyes to someone. One can perform beautifully behind
closed doors.
However when he has a camera facing him, he might
perform differently.
Record yourself, and review your own playing. Then, listen
to the original audio again. Is there any specific areas where
you think you could play better? Check them down in your
music sheet, and improve them in your next practice.

5. Improvise your final piece
By now, you should have no problems playing that song
from the start to the end, even with a camera in front of
you. Next, try something different. Improvise the piece, by
adding your style into it.
!
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You see, we learn the whole piece by "learning" how to play
it like the original musician. We looked at its music sheet,
listen to its audio playing.
Even though we have mastered the whole piece, it seems
like we are mere copying the music.
Why not add in your personal style and flavor into the
piece? Improvising a piece is what most musicians and
orchestras do. The piece can be improvised to fit the culture
and style of the violinist or orchestra.
So what's your style?
You don't have to change the mood and style of the music
completely, and neither do you have to follow its original
playing religiously. You can find your own style and add
them into the song!
Once you've done all the above 5 steps, you would have
mastered the song you like, and recreated a song to fit your
style!
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Share Your Story!
The moment you download this book, I know that you are
interested in the violin! And I know you definitely have a
story to share with us, between you and your violin!
Regardless if you’ve just started playing the violin, or have
been playing for more than 18 years like me… I believe your
story will inspire violin players and lovers one way or
another.
Hence, I invite you to share your story on my violin website.
On that page, you can also read my story, and numerous
stories shared by other violin players!

Your Thoughts?
Do you have any questions after reading this book? Let us
know! We would love to hear from you. If this book helps
you too, let us know too!
Thank you in advance!
You can leave your comments here, and find out how this
book has helped them to become better violinists!
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Love What You Read?
Share this ebook with your fellow violin friends to
encourage them in their violin playing!
Who knows, they might even thank you for it for that ‘aha
moment’ when they learn a new tip from this violin ebook!
Share it anyway you like.
Facebook it, Tweet it, Email it…
Just share it :)
Hope you like what you read. If you have any comments
regarding this ebook, you can contact me via:
1. Contact Us Page
2. Send Me A Tweet (@Violin_Music)
I wish you all the best to
your violin playing!

ViolinMusicSchool.net
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